The island’s lone
trul y indigenous
bank; an enviable

designation but one
that trul y descri bes
the Gren ada Co-op-
erative Bank.

It is alsothe Bank that
is adding major sup-
port for the upcoming
Co-op Bank Rock D
Spice music festival to
its already long list of
involvement in sport-
ing, educational and
cultural activities.

At the of Aial launch
of the festival, the
Bank’s Executive
Manager, Customer
Care, Mrs. Mondelle
Squires -Francis said
that the institution
has cemented within
its community out-
reach program “an
agenda that is steeped
in promoting devel-
opment of education,
sports, culture and
the performing arts”.
Given its already im-
pressive contribution
to the development
of these areas of na-

tion building, Mrs.
Squires -Francis said
that when Mr. Dun-

can approached the
Bank to share his vi-
sion of a festival to be
branded Co-op Bank
Rock D Spice, they
saw the potential of
such an event.

The potential to, if not
replace, the now de-
funct Spice Jazz Fes-
tival to be a premier
event on the country’s
festivals and events
calendar and be com-
parable in its status
to the Spice Jazz Fes-
tival.

In addition, she said
the undertaking is so
signi Aant to the local
Aancial institution
that they consider
it not only pleasing
to have the govern-
ment's endorsement
and support of the pri-
vate venture but criti-
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cal to its success and
continu ation.

Mrs. Squires -Francis,
on behalf of Co-op
Bank underscored
the fact that the now
branded Co-op Bank
Rock D Spice Festival
has within it the po-
tential to attract visi-
tors and Grenadians

for private sedor ven-
tures such as Rock D
Spice it can only re-
dound to the growth
and development of
businesses and the
econamy of Grenada.

It will be a further
advantage she said
if all players realize
that only high quality

MR. STEVE DUNCAN, CHAIRMAN OF THE

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

“Only when this con-
sistency is attained
that the far reaching
spin -off bene Asin the
tourism and other sec
tors of our economy
are derived.”

She added that these
bene As include jobs
for taxi drivers, for
hotel and restaurant

She said the mul-
tiplier effect of the
value added by such
an event is huge and
therefore Co-op Bank
salutes Mr. Steve
Duncan and his team
for their ambitious
and signi Aant under-
taking of the Co-op
Bank Rock D Spice
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residing overseas to
our isl and.

She said when the
environment is right

events will hold their
own in today’s tour-
ism and entertain-

ment market.

work ers, business op-
portunities for mer-
chandisers, farmers
and vendors.

Festival and is proud
to be the title sponsor
and of Aial bank of
the festival.

Other activities in
which Co-op Bank is
actively involved in-
clude in the area of
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Often the longer you wait
sports; the St. Pat- for something the more
Sl _ | you savor it when it even-
ansj ar,]d St. An tually arrives and Grena-
drew’s Primary School da’s latest music festival
Sports, the national the Co-op Bank Rock D
Primary School Ath- Spice Festival is shaping
letic Games, and the

nights, there can be commer- can, in the event that there
cial activities. is hidden talent this will be
The launch will befree to the the ideal platform to expose
public and will feature a me- it

nagerie of art, craft, music, Minister for Tourism Honor-
culture and what the Town able Peter David gave his full
of Gouyave is now famous endorsement to the activity
for, food. and others like it that may
As the festival unfolds, the be organized in Grenada.

up to be no exception.
Ever since the demise of the

Carri acou Crick et Spice Jazz Festival some feature night will be on Sat- He said this is one of the
competition among | Years ago Grenadians have urday, a big music concert ways to get more people into

been clamoring for an al- at the National Stadium our country and to spend
others. ternative event to showcase and progresses to a family ~more money here. This

the island’s culture with an
emphasis on music and also
encourage international mu-
sicians to come and perform
here.

Co-op Bank Rock D Spice is
set to do just that and at the
of Aial launch of the event,
Chairman of the organizing
committee Mr. Steve Dun-
can said though it was long
in coming itis Anally here.
His excitement at unveiling
the event is made even more
profound considering the
number of hurdles that had
to be crossed and paths that
had to be cleared.

He said the festival was
planned a few years ago but
continued to be held up for a
number of reasons and it is
only because of the resolve
and fortitude of the members
of the committee that it is A
nally happening.

In education; the SGU
Knowledge Bowl, the
Grenada Co-operative
Bank National Brain
Bee Challenge, the
Julien Fedon Memo-
rial Lecture and the
scholarship program
of the same name
and the Sir Archibald
Nedd Memorial Lec-
tures.

And in the perform-
ing arts; sponsorship
of the Junior Calypso
Workshop, the Gre-
nada Drum Festival,
theatrical productions
by Richardo Keens-
Douglas, Francis

fun day on Sunday at Bath-
way, to cater for persons who
may not favor concerts, large
crowds and loud music.
Sunday will showcase lo-
cal and foreign talent and
feature the world renowned
reggae band Third World.
who Duncan said he expects
to deliver an excellent per-
formance. Gospel and R&B
artistes will also be featured.
The committee chairman is
inviting the entire nation
to come out to this event,
which will be free of charge
for children and a small fee
for adults, and to bring along
the entire family. R

He said one of the bene As of
the Festival is that it will be
an opportunity to display lo-
cal talent. Every night of the
festival will feature various
local cultural performers.
There will be performances

thereby helps the Ministry to
ful Al its mandate to improve
and develop the tourism sec-
tor, cause its revenues to
increase and therefore help
the government to deliver
the many services it must
deliver to the people.

The Minister described the
Co-op Bank Rock D Spice as
an excellent activity which
will not only contribute to
the tourism industry but
also to the ful Allment of the
dreams of all of the people.
He said Co-op Bank Rock D
Spice must not only be seen
in the context of coming to
listen to singers but in the
context of “what we want to
do as tourism ministry and a
tourism board for all of Gre-
nada. He expressed the hope
that over the next several
years the festival will be-
come part of not only the lo-
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a time when everyone faces
so many challenges. Getting
potential sponsors and the
business community to em-
brace the idea of a festival
was also a challenge.

The chairman  expressed
appreciation to the Govern-
ment for “recognizing that
there was a void in our en-
tertainment  calendar that
needed to be Aled”. He said
with that recognition came
the support necessary to
give the event the stimulus
it needed and the support
required to make it a reality.
Co-op Bank Rock D Spice is
a private sector initiative to

est and as the organizers ex-
plained it will be a celebra-
tion of what Grenada is all
about; food; music culture;
love and family. It is about
bringing  people together
to celebrate in the Spice, in
a three-day affair over the
Whitsuntide weekend.
Duncan explained that the
Co-op Bank Rock D Spice
will be an annual event. This
he said is something that he
as an individual is investing
heavily in the event as well
as the committee is commit-
ting to making it happen and
grow. R
He said it takes three to Ave

also increased competition to
get visitors into the country.

“It is important therefore he
said that this event is seen
off the ground successfully
and that everyone work to-
gether as a team; govern-
ment, private sector, spon-
sors, media, to ensure that it
is a successand grows to be
a feature event on the enter-
tainment calendar.”

Duncan said unlike most
other music festival in the
region, visitors to the event
local or foreign, can be part
of the activity without hav-
ing to dig too deep into their
pockets.

. Executing the event is even i 3 i in a wide variety of musical  cal cultural calendar but the
Uri as Peters and oth- ; ; develop music locally and years for any sort of festival ~ The event is structured so . :
er local productions more dif Acult now he said at  aract international  inter-  to establish itself. There is that on each of the three forms and according to Dun-  regional one as well.
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Rayvon, Rik Rok, Lavaman, Brother B, Inspector, Heatwave Band, Tivali Drummers,
; Fireworhs, Food Festival, Art, Craft and much more!!!

www.rochdspicefestival.com
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